Dear colleagues, dear friends,

Allow me to share with you several key
events and outcomes that significantly
shaped the activities of the Czech

Health Research Council of the Czech
Republic (AZV CR) this year and that
further strengthen the position of Czech
health research both nationally and
internationally.

| am pleased to report that the VES 2026/J
tender attracted record interest: the
number of submitted project proposals
increased by nearly 20%, while funding
was awarded to approximately one fifth of
them, in line with previous years. At the
same time, as of 2026, all newly funded
projects will be implemented with a full
four-year duration, providing more stable
conditions for research teams. A very
good illustration of the direction in which
applied health research is moving was
also provided by this year’s Minister of
Health Award for Health Research and
Development. The ten awarded projects
cover a wide range of topics — from
molecularly and genetically defined
diseases, rare cancers and zoonoses to
advanced surgical and interventional
procedures. | would like to once again
sincerely congratulate all principal
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investigators and also thank those whose
projects narrowly missed the award
threshold. The level of competition was
very high, which is good news for the
entire field.

This positive balance is also evident at
the European level. Nine projects with
Czech participation were successful in
calls of European partnerships within
ERA4Health, PerMed, THCS, and ERDERA.
This is a clear signal that Czech research
teams are able to compete internationally
and actively participate in prestigious
European consortia. In addition, Prague
hosted a review meeting in December
marking ten years of the development of
personalised medicine in Europe. It was
once again emphasised that the Czech
Republic holds a strong and respected
position in the European context and that
Czech institutions are not only participants
but also active drivers of this field.

| was particularly pleased by our meeting
with patient organisations, where we
discussed opportunities for their deeper
involvement in research. | consider this
an important step — research exists
primarily for patients, and their voice
should increasingly be heard in the

design of research projects as well. | am
glad that interest in cooperation among
patient organisations is growing and | am
convinced that their involvement will lead
to even more meaningful outcomes.

I would like to sincerely thank you all for
the energy you devote to health research,
and | believe that 2026 will bring new
ideas, new collaborations, and results that
we will be pleased to build upon together.

I wish you a peaceful Christmas holiday,
good health, and an inspiring New Year!
Ondrej Slaby

VES 2026/J — Record Number of Proposals,

Funding Awarded to 20% of Projects

In the VES 2026/J tender this

year, we recorded exceptional
interest — the number of submitted
project proposals increased year-
on-year by nearly 20%. A total of
513 applications were received

(399 standard and 114 junior
projects), of which 509 proceeded
to evaluation. Funding was awarded
to 103 proposals, i.e. approximately
one fifth of the submitted projects,
which corresponds to the long-
term success rate in AZV CR public
tenders. For 2026, CZK 326.7 million
has been allocated for targeted
funding, including CZK 45.3 million
for junior projects. The total costs of
financing all recommended projects
over their entire duration amount to

approximately CZK 1.375 billion, with
CZK 197 million allocated to junior
projects.

The VES 2026/J tender also
introduced one key change — all
newly funded projects will have

a full four-year duration (48 months
instead of the previous 44), with
funding starting on January 1, 2026.
This change provides greater stability
for research teams and better
conditions for long-term planning.

At the same time, the administrative
burden is being reduced - the interim
scientific report will no longer be
required annually but only after two
years of project implementation.

Learn more

Awards of the Minister of Health

for Health Research and Development

Last year, 88 projects supported by our
Agency were completed, and expert
panels selected sixteen top-ranked

ones as candidates for the Minister

of Health Award for Health Research

and Development in 2025. All of these
projects were presented by their principal
investigators at the September Annual
Conference of AzZV CR, which has become
a traditional platform for sharing inspiring
insights across medical disciplines. Each
presented project confirmed the growing
quality of Czech health research and its
ability to deliver results, often with direct
impact on clinical practice. The members
of the Board and the Scientific Board

of our Agency therefore faced a very
challenging task in selecting, through

a secret ballot, the ten best projects to be
recommended to the Minister of Health for
the awards.

The Minister of Health Award for Health

Research and Development was presented
on December 9, at the Prague Crossroads
Centre to Jan Zuna (Second Faculty of
Medicine, Charles University), Pavel Dundr
(General University Hospital in Prague),
Martina Zivna (First Faculty of Medicine,
Charles University), Ivo Rudolf (Institute

of Vertebrate Biology, Czech Academy of
Sciences), and Michal Zapotocky (Motol
University Hospital). Honourable Mentions
were awarded to Vojtéch Havlas (Second
Faculty of Medicine, Charles University),
Evzen RUzic¢ka (General University Hospital
in Prague), Jifi Molacek (Faculty of Medicine
in Pilsen, Charles University), Jakub Cvek
(Ostrava University Hospital), and Ivan
Cunderle (St. Anne’s University Hospital in
Brno). Congratulations to all awardees!

Nine Projects with Czech Participation

Successful in European

Partnership Calls

The trend of increasing quality and
competitiveness of Czech health research
is also reflected at the international level.
This is demonstrated, among other things,
by the results of joint transnational calls
of European partnerships in healthcare
published by the Ministry of Health in
early December. In the joint calls of the
European partnerships ERA for Health
Research (ERA4Health), Personalised
Medicine (PerMed), Transforming Health
and Care Systems (THCS), and the
European Rare Diseases Research Alliance
(ERDERA), in which the Czech Republic
participated through the Ministry of Health
and AzV CR, 42 projects with Czech
participation were submitted in 2025.

Of these, 23 advanced to the second
evaluation stage and 9 were recommended
for funding, representing a success rate of
21.4%.

Projects expected to start in 2026 focus on
a wide range of topics addressing current
health challenges — from clinical studies
on metabolic diseases and personalised
medicine to projects exploring ways to
strengthen primary and community care.

AZV CR Meeting with Patient Organisations

More than thirty representatives of patient
organisations from across the Czech
Republic attended a seminar organised

by our Agency in early November. The

aim of the meeting was to present new
opportunities and conditions for involving

patient organisations in research projects
supported by the Ministry of Health
through AzV CR. The opening remarks
were given by the President of the Agency,
Prof. Ondrej Slaby, who emphasised the
importance of the patient perspective in
health research.

“| greatly appreciate your interest and
willingness to engage in projects that

can bring concrete benefits to patients.

In many countries, the involvement of
patient organisations in research activities
is common practice, and we are pleased
that this opportunity is now opening up in
the Czech Republic as well. Our Agency is
ready to support you in this endeavour as
much as possible,” said O. Slaby.

Europe Reviewed
10 Years of Personalised

Medicine

The announcement

More than one hundred experts

Don‘t Forget the
Interim and Final
Reports in January

We would like to remind
project developers that the
deadline for the submission
of interim reports for
ongoing projects is January
21, 2026, and for the
submission of final reports
for completed projects is
February 2, 2026. Thank you
for your timely cooperation.

WWW.azvcr.cz

You can send your input to newsletter@azvcr.cz. Thank you!

from across Europe gathered in
Prague at the end of November
for the first joint conference of
the European Partnership and
the International Consortium
for Personalised Medicine,

EP PerMed & ICPerMed. The
opening remarks were given by
the President of the Agency,
Ondrej Slaby, who represented
the Czech Republic in
discussions on the future
direction of personalised
medicine in Europe.

of ,VES 2027% is
approaching!

Please note that the next
public tender “VES 2027”
will be announced in the first
half of February 2026, with
the deadline for submission
of project proposals falling
in the second half of March.
The supported projects

will thus be available as
early as January 1, 2026, i.e.
for a project duration of

48 months.
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https://www.azvcr.cz/vyhlaseni-vysledku-jednostupnove-verejne-souteze-o-ucelovou-podporu-mzd-na-leta-2026-2029-ves-2026-j/
https://www.azvcr.cz/en/byly-udeleny-ceny-ministra-zdravotnictvi-za-zdravotnicky-vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2025/
https://www.azvcr.cz/en/evropa-bilancovala-10-let-personalizovane-mediciny-v-praze/
https://www.azvcr.cz/en/vysledky-spolecnych-nadnarodnich-vyzev-evropskych-partnerstvi-ve-vyzkumu-za-rok-2025/
https://www.azvcr.cz/en/setkani-azv-cr-s-pacientskymi-organizacemi-nova-prilezitost-k-zapojeni-do-vyzkumu/

